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ABSTRACT 



This thesis discusses the issues and circumstances present in 
Burma which have complicated and frustrated U.S. counter-narcotics 
efforts and overall U.S. policy in the past. The thesis attempts 
to forecast the future of Burma and suggests needed reforms for 
development. Potential U.S. policy is proposed which accounts for 
the political instability and economic decline of Burma while 
remaining within internationally recognized guidelines. 
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I . INTRODUCTION: 

A NATION IN TURMOIL 



Burma is the largest country of continental Southeast 
Asia. As a British colony, it was little known and of less 
importance to the United States. Not until World War II was 
the strategic importance of Burma recognized; the 'Burma road' 
was acknowledged as instrumental in resupplying Chinese forces 
fighting the Japanese during WWII. Hill tribes from Burma's 
Shan state were used by the CIA during the post-war era to 
gather intelligence information on mainland communist China. 
During the past three decades, however, the country has had a 
much greater impact on the United States from a very different 
perspective. The flourishing narcotics industry of the 
'Golden Triangle' is centered in the eastern region of Burma. 

This thesis will discuss more than just the narcotics 
industry of Burma; other factors are involved which have 
helped entrench the trade and have complicated efforts to stop 
the flow of heroin to the United States. These elements will 
be discussed in detail to show the complex nature of the 
overa 11 turmoil enveloping Burma today. Future U.S. counter- 
narcotics programs will be discussed in light of these 
changing variables, and how the overall Burma policy must 
incorporate these factors to be effective. 
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